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Books

Divine-Human Encounter: The Path to God in the Thought of Abraham Joshua Heschel. Foreword by Maurice Friedman. Edited and with an Introduction by Jo-Ann Mort. Wipf & Stock, 2024.
Love or Perish: A Holocaust Survivor’s Vision for Interfaith Peace. Foreword by Alan Race. iPub Global Connection LLC, 2021.

Interfaith Activism: Abraham Joshua Heschel and Religious Diversity. Forewords by Edward Kaplan, Alan Race, and Eboo Patel. Wipf and Stock, 2015.
The Search Will Make You Free: A Jewish Dialogue with World Religions with a foreword by Stanislaw Obirek. Krakow: Wydawnictwo WAM, 2006. Bilingual edition in English and Polish. 
Divine-Human Encounter: A Study of Abraham Joshua Heschel. Foreword by Maurice Friedman. Washington, D.C.: University Press of America, 1979.

Books Edited

Abraham Joshua Heschel Today: Voices from Warsaw and Jerusalem. Wipf and Stock, 2020.

Pope Francis and Interreligious Dialogue: Religious Thinkers Engage with Recent Papal Initiatives. Edited with Alan Race. Foreword by Rabbi Abraham Skorka. New York City: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018.
Beside Still Waters: Jews Christians, and the Way of the Buddha. Edited with John Keenan and Linda Keenan. Foreword by Jack Miles. Boston: Wisdom Publications, 2003. Frederick J. Streng Book Award, 2004. 
John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue. Edited with Byron Sherwin. Orbis Books, 1999. Polish translation: Krakow: Wydawnictwo WAM, 2001. Reprinted by WIPF and Stock Publishing, 2005. 
No Religion Is an Island: Abraham Joshua Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue with forewords by Cardinal Johannes Willebrands and Jerzy Kosinski. Edited with Byron Sherwin. Orbis Books, 1991. Polish translation: Krakow: Wydawnictwo WAM, 2005. Reprinted by WIPF and Stock Publishing, 2008.

Journal Volumes Edited

Shofar: Special Centennial Issue on Abraham Joshua Heschel. Editor and contributor. Purdue University Press, 2007. 

Shofar: Special Issue on Judaism and Asian Religions. Editor and contributor. University of Nebraska Press, 1999.
Interreligious Insight, A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, a special edition on Abraham Joshua Heschel. Co-edited with Rabbi Daveen Litwin, 7:2, 2009.
Articles (and Introductions to Collections)

“Bernard Phillips: An Appreciation” in Breakthrough to Dialogue: The Story of Temple University Department of Religion. Edited by Leonard Swidler. (iPub Global Connection LLC, 2019)

“Leonard Swidler: Dialogue Pioneer and Peacemaker” in Journal of Ecumenical Studies, Vol. 50, No. 1, (Winter 2015), 37-41. 

“Reflections on Jewish and Christian Encounters with Buddhism” in Buddhist-Christian Studies (2015) p. 21–28. Translated into German for Salzburger Theologische Zeitschrift, 2015.

“Jewish and Buddhist Responses to Violence, Dharma World, volume 41, Oct.-Dec. 2014, 22-25.

“Interfaith Affinity: The shared vision of Rabbi Heschel and Pope Francis.” (With John Merkle) America: The National Catholic Weekly, volume 211, no. 12, October 2014, 24-27. http://americamagazine.org/issue/interfaith-affinity
“Build a Life as a Work of Art: Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Message to Young People.” Interreligious Insight, December 2013, 74-80.

“Pope John Paul II: A Jewish Perspective on a Polish Catholic Saint,” Journal of Ecumenical Studies, 48: 3 (Summer 2013), 410–416. Also published in Polish in Znak, April, 2014, 83–88.

“To Build a Civilization of Love: Pope Benedict XVI on Islam in a Global Age” in Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 10:2 (December 2012), 40–47. Response by Paul Knitter, 46–48. Reprinted from Dharma World, Jan–Mar, 2010, 34–36.

“Jewish Spiritual Masters” in Spiritual Masters in the World’s Religions, Arvind Sharma and Victoria Urubshurow, eds. State University of New York Press, 2012. 55–71.

“You Are My Witnesses: Maurice Friedman and Abraham Joshua Heschel.” Dialogically Speaking: Maurice Friedman’s Interdisciplinary Humanism, Kenneth Paul Kramer, ed. Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2011, 161–170.

“Heschel’s View of Religious Diversity.” Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations, 2(2), April 15, 2011. http://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/scjr/article/view/1419

A Polish language translation of original “Healing the World: Pope John Paul II in Dialogue with the Jewish People” was published in Nie Lekajcie Sie Chrystus Wie Co Jest W Czlowieku, edited by Alfred Marek Wierzbicki. Lublin, Poland: Towarzystwo Naukowe Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego Jana Pawla II, 2009, 163–174.

“Prophetic Voices: Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Friendship with Martin Luther King, Jr.,” Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement. 7:2 (2009), 56–64.

“Heschel’s View of Religious Diversity.” In Abraham Joshua Heschel: Philosophy, Theology, and Interfaith Dialogue. Stanislaw Krajewski and Adam Lipszyc, eds. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2009, 196–201. Also published in Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations, 2 (2007), 19–25.

“Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Paths to God.” In Maven in Blue Jeans: A Festschrift in Honor of Zev Garber. Edited by Steven Jacobs, Purdue University Press, 2009.

“John Paul II and Benedict XVI on the Jewish Tradition.” In The World’s Religions After September 11, volume 3 of The Interfaith Dimension. Edited by Arvind Sharma. Praeger, 2009, 123–132.

“The Binding of Isaac.” America: The National Catholic Weekly, Sept. 14–21, 2009, 19–20. http://americamagazine.org/issue/707/article/binding-isaac
“Abraham Joshua Heschel: Introducing a Messenger of Hope” with Rabbi Daveen Litwin in Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 7:2 (2009), 8-10.

“Mount Sinai and Mount Fuji: The American Jewish Fascination with Buddhism.” Dharma World, Winter, 2007, 8–10.

“Interfaith Dialogue.” Encyclopedia of Love in World Religions. Yudi Greenberg, ed. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2007. (With John Merkle).

“Introduction.” Friends on the Way: Jesuits Encounter Contemporary Judaism. Thomas Michel, S.J., ed. New York: Fordham University Press, 2007.

“Make Pope-Islam Controversy a Chance for Dialogue.” Reprinted in Collegenews.Org, Oct. 6, 2006. Originally, an op-ed essay in Des Moines Register, Sept. 28, 2006. A longer version of this essay titled “Pope Benedict XVI, Islam, and Interreligious Dialogue” was published on the Grinnell Magazine website as a Grinnell Magazine Web Extra, Winter, 2006.

“A Blessing to One Another: John Paul II and Benedict XVI on Judaism and Other Religions.”  In The Catholic Church in Dialogue with Islam and Judaism (The Dialogue Series 7). Antwerp: Saint Ignatius University, May 2006, 31–53. 

“Brother Wayne Teasdale in Memoriam,” Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement 4, no. 2 (April 2006), 14–15. 

A Polish language translation of my original article “Sacred Books and the Word of God: A Jewish Perspective” was published in Księgi święte a słowo Boże (Biblioteka Ekumenii I Dialogue no. 27, 2005), 161–171. The English version was posted on website of the Sisters of Sion. 
A Polish language translation of my original article “Pope John Paul II and Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel: Their Contributions to Catholic and Jewish Dialogue” was published in Zeszyty Naukowe no. 190 (2005), 93–100. 

“The Influence of Pope John Paul II’s Pilgrimage to the Holy Land on Jewish-Christian Relations,” Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 3:3 (July 2005), 35–40.

“John Paul II: A Friend in Deed.” San Diego Jewish Journal, May 2005, 8, 10.

“Reflections on the Interfaith Movement and the Quest for a Global Ethic.” Interreligious Insight 3:2 (April 2005), 38–44. Also published in Polish by the Pontifical Academy of Theology in Krakow, Poland. 

“Abraham Joshua Heschel,” Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development, edited by Elizabeth Dowling and W. George Scarlett, Sage Publications, 2005. 

Frederick J. Streng Book Award: An Interview with Harold Kasimow, John Keenan, and Linda Keenan. Buddhist-Christian Studies, 25 (2005), 205–207. 

“Modern Muslim Perceptions of Judaism and Christianity.” Interreligious Insight 2:4 (October 2004), 30–37. 

“To Be a Mensch.” In Awakening the Spirit, Inspiring the Soul. Ed. Wayne Teasdale and Martha Howard. Woodstock, Vermont: Skylight Paths Publishing, 2004, 18–21. 

“The Oneness of Humanity: The Religious Vision of Edward Steiner.” Grinnell Magazine, Summer 2004, 27–29 (with Dennis Haas). 

“Is It Ever Right to Kill: Jewish and Buddhist Responses to Violence.” Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 2:2 (April 2004), 20–26. 

“Call of the Lotus.” San Diego Jewish Journal March 2004, 70–72.

“Making Peace Among Religions: Humanity’s Last Hope.” Interview with Jacqueline Hartling Stolze. Grinnell Magazine 34:2 (Winter 2002), 9–14. 

“A Buddhist Path to Mending the World.” In A Buddhist Kaleidoscope: Essays on the Lotus Sutra, edited by Gene Reeves. Tokyo: Kosei Publishing Co., 2002, 337–347.

“Religion: A Force for Harmony or Hatred?” Dharma World 29, (July/August 2002), 19–20. 

“A Buddhist Path to Mending the World.” Dharma World 26: May-June, 1999, 6–10.

“John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue: An Overview.” John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue. Byron L. Sherwin and Harold Kasimow, eds. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999, 1–23. 

“Judaism and Asian Religions: Editor’s Introduction.” A special issue of Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies 17:3 (Spring 1999), 1–6.  

“Swami Vivekananda and Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel: Standing on the Shoulders of Giants.” American Vedantist 3: 2 (summer 1997), 3–10.  Also published in Shofar: An International Journal of Jewish Studies 17: 3 (spring 1999), 51–57. Also published in Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 1:3 (July 2003) 8–15. http://www.interreligiousinsight.org/July2003/July03Kasimow.html
“A Jewish Encounter with the Bhagavad-Gita.” Journal of Vaisnava Studies 3:2 (spring 1995). This entire issue was reprinted as Hindu Mission’s Journal of Studies in the Bhagavadgita 15–16 (1995–96). This essay was originally written for an NEH Summer Seminar “Scripture as Form and Concept” directed by Wilfred Cantwell Smith, Harvard University, 1982.

“Foreword” to Zen Buddhism and Hasidism: A Comparative Study by Jacob Yuroh Teshima. University Press of America, 1995.

“Chinese-Jewish Colloquium in Beijing.” Journal of Ecumenical Studies 29:1 (winter 1992). Chinese translation printed in Jian Dao: A Journal of Bible & Theology 4 (1995), 155–57. 

“The Harmony of Mysticism and Rationalism in the Religious Philosophy of Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazzali.” Mystics Quarterly 18:4 (1992).
“Heschel’s Prophetic Vision of Religious Pluralism.” No Religion Is an Island: Abraham Joshua Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue. Harold Kasimow and Byron L. Sherwin, eds. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books (1991), 79–96.

“Selecting Textbooks for an Introductory Course on the Jewish Tradition.” Shofar, winter 1990.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel's Influence on Contemporary Christian Theologians” (translated into Japanese). Studies on Jewish Life and Culture (the journal of the Japanese Association for Jewish Studies), March, 1990.

“The Conflict between the Mystic and the Church as Reflected in Bernard Shaw's Saint Joan and Jean Anouilh's The Lark.” Mystics Quarterly, June, 1988. Originally written for an NEH Summer Seminar “Modern Historical Tragicomedy” directed by Paul Hernadi, University of Iowa, 1978.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Approach to World Religions.” Inter-Religion: Journal of Spiritual Quest, 2:1, 1987.

“Jewish-Christian-Buddhist Dialogue: A Jewish View.” Journal of Ecumenical Studies, spring 1986.

“The Jewish Tradition and the Bhagavad Gita.” Journal of Dharma, July–September, 1983, 296–310.

“A. J. Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue.” Journal of Ecumenical Studies, summer 1981.

Encyclopedia Entries

“Interfaith Dialogue.” Encyclopedia of Love in World Religions. Yudit Greenberg, ed. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2007 (with John Merkle).
“Abraham Joshua Heschel,” Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development, edited by Elizabeth Dowling and W. George Scarlett, Sage Publications, 2005. 
Op-ed Articles

“A Plea for Religious Humility and Justice” in Times of Israel, June 28, 2020. https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/a-plea-for-religious-humility-and-justice/ 

“How Can We Fight Hatred? With Love, of Course” for the Des Moines Register, September 20, 2017.

“Sacred Texts and Violence: A Call for Dialogue” for The New York Jewish Week, August 30, 2017.

“Saint John Paul II: Defender of the Jews” for Huffington Post, May 18, 2017, https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/saint-john-paul-ii-defender-of-the-jews_us_591da0eae4b0b28a33f629e6
“Great Servant-Leaders: Models for Our Time” for Huffington Post, April 11, 2017, https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/great-servant-leaders-models-for-our-time_us_58ed08a6e4b081da6ad00823. Also published in The Greater Des Moines Jewish Press, volume 34, no. 1 (Fall 2017).
“Trump and Evangelical Christians” for Huffington Post, December 16, 2016. https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-and-evangelical-christians_us_585410a1e4b0d5f48e164eb9
“A Letter to President-Elect Donald Trump” for Huffington Post, November 14, 2016

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/a-letter-to-president-elect-donald-trump_us_5829d21ee4b0852d9ec21a78.
Also published in Interreligious Insight, vol. 14, no. 2, (December 2016) as “A Holocaust Survivor’s Word to Donald Trump.
“Prophetic Voices: Pope Francis and Bernie Sanders” for the Des Moines Register, August 27, 2015. Also published in Interfaith Insight, December 2015.

Invited response to the topic “Religious Belonging” for the Cedar Rapids Gazette, Jan. 5, 2014. 

“Thoughts on Interfaith Harmony and World Peace.” Op-ed essay, Cedar Rapids Gazette, February 6, 2011. Reprinted in World Interfaith Harmony Week website, February 6, 2011. 

“Make Pope-Islam Controversy a Chance for Dialogue” for the Des Moines Register, Sept. 28, 2006. Reprinted in Collegenews.Org Oct. 6, 2006. A longer version of this essay titled “Pope Benedict XVI, Islam, and Interreligious Dialogue” was published on the Grinnell Magazine web site as a Grinnell Magazine Web Extra, winter, 2006.

“Is Religion a Force for Harmony or Hatred?” for Des Moines Register, Dec. 4, 2001. 

“Peace in the World Starts with Peace among Religions” for Des Moines Sunday Register, March 31, 1996.
Review Essays

Review Essay of Martin Doblmeier's documentary film Spiritual Audacity: Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Story for ReformJudaism.org,  February 24, 2021. https://reformjudaism.org/blog/spiritual-audacity-abraham-joshua-heschels-story
Review Essay of Wayne Teasdale, “The Mystic Heart: Discovering a Universal Spirituality in the World’s Religions.” World Faiths Encounter, 29 (July 2001), 56–58.

“Buddhist Meditation and the Jewish Quest for Truth.” Feature Review Essay of Alan Lew, with Sherril Jaffe, One God Clapping: The Spiritual Path of a Zen Rabbi.  In Journal of Indo-Judaic Studies, 3 (April 2000), 133–135.

“A Jewish View of Christian Attitudes toward Religious Pluralism.” (A review essay of No Other Name? A Critical Survey of Christian Attitudes Toward the World Religions by Paul F. Knitter). Religion and Intellectual Life, 1987.

Book Reviews

Saved by Schindler: Celina Karp Biniaz by William B. Friedricks. Times of Israel, October 28, 2022.

Abraham Joshua Heschel: Mind, Heart, Soul by Edward K. Kaplan. Times of Israel, April 6, 2020.
Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s Classroom by Ariel Burger. Times of Israel. April 15, 2019.
Not in God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence by Jonathan Sacks. Interreligious Insight, 14, no. 1, 2016.
Radical Judaism: Rethinking God and Tradition by Arthur Green. Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, 31:3 (2013), 148–150. 

The Jewish Jesus: Revelation, Reflection, Reclamation by Zev Garber. Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies 30:3 (2012), 142-146.

No Going Back: Letters to Pope Benedict XVI on the Holocaust, Jewish-Christian Relations, and Israel. Carol Rittner and David Smith, eds. Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations 5 (2010).

Mel Gibson’s Passion: The Film, the Controversy, and Its Implications. Edited by Zev Garber. Journal of Ecumenical Studies, 43 (no. 3), 2008, 451–452. 

Spiritual Radical: Abraham Joshua Heschel in America, Edward K. Kaplan. Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, 27:1 (2008), 201–204.

Heirs of Abraham: The Future of Muslim, Jewish, and Christian Relations, Bradford E. Hinze, ed. Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies. 25:1 (fall 2006), 187–89.

Bound by the Bible: Jews, Christians, and the Sacrifice of Isaac by Edward Kessler. Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 3: 3 (July 2005), 87–88. 
The Dignity of Difference: How to Avoid the Clash of Civilizations by Jonathan Sacks. Grinnell Magazine, 35:4 (Summer, 2003), 26.

Jesus through Jewish Eyes: Rabbis and Scholars Engage an Ancient Brother in a New Conversation, edited by Beatrice Bruteau. In Shofar, 21:3 (spring 2003) 155–57. 
At the Entrance to the Garden of Eden: A Jew’s Search for God with Christians and Muslims in the Holy Land, Yossi Klein Halevi. Shofar 20:4 (2002), 128–130.

Pluralism in the World’s Religions: A Short Introduction by Harold Coward. World Faiths Encounter 30 (November 2001), 66–67.
Sparks Amidst the Ashes: The Spiritual Legacy of Polish Jewry, Byron L. Sherwin. Shofar 16:3 (1998), 163–64.
Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity: Essays: Abraham Joshua Heschel. Edited by Susannah Heschel. Resolution Report, Issue 37 (winter 1998), 1–2.

Divine Emptiness and Historical Fullness: A Buddhist Jewish Christian Conversation with Masao Abe ed. by Christopher Ives. Journal of Ecumenical Studies 34 (1997), 579. 

Christianity without Antisemitism: James Parkes and the Jewish-Christian Encounter. Robert A. Everett. Association for Jewish Studies Review, 21 (1996), 210–12. 
Muslims and Christians, Muslims and Jews: A Common Past, A Hopeful Future ed. by Marilyn Robinson Waldman. Journal of Ecumenical Studies, 32:2 (spring 1995), 278–79.

Tolerance and Transformation: Jewish Approaches to Religious Pluralism by Sandra B. Lubarsky. CCAR Journal 41:1 (winter 1994), 100–103.

Jerusalem Blessed, Jerusalem Cursed: Jews, Christians, and Muslims in the Holy City from David’s Time to Our Own by Thomas A. Indianapolis. Journal of Ecumenical Studies 31:3-4 (summer-fall 1994).

The Search for God at Harvard by Ari L. Goldman. Shofar, winter 1992.

The Mystic Quest: An Introduction to Jewish Mysticism by David S. Ariel. Mystics Quarterly, September 1991

Jews and Christians: Exploring the Past, Present, and Future ed. by James H. Charlesworth. Journal of Ecumenical Studies, fall 1990.

Spoken and Unspoken Thanks: Some Comparative Soundings ed. by John B. Carman and Frederick J. Streng. Journal of Ecumenical Studies, Spring 1990.

Abraham Joshua Heschel: Exploring His Life and Thought ed. by John C. Merkle. Religious Studies Review, April, 1989.

Jewish Mysticism and Jewish Ethics by Joseph Dan. Mystics Quarterly, September, 1989.

Reluctant Witnesses: Jews and the Christian Imagination by Stephen R. Haynes. Association for Jewish Studies Review, 23, 1988. 134–36.

Pluralism: Challenge to World Religions by Harold Coward. Shofar, spring 1985.

The Genesis of Faith: The Depth Theology of Abraham Joshua Heschel by John C. Merkle. Shofar, fall 1985.

I Asked for Wonder: A Spiritual Anthology of Abraham Joshua Heschel by Samuel Dresner. Journal of the American Academy of Religion. September, 1984.

The Ecumenical Perspective and the Modernization of Jewish Religion by S. Daniel Breslauer. American Studies, spring 1983.

Muhammad and the Jews: A Re-examination by Barakat Ahmad. Journal of the American Academy of Religion, March, 1982.

The Chrysalis of Religion: A Guide to the Jewishness of Buber's I and Thou by S. Daniel Breslauer. Journal of the American Academy of Religion, June, 1981.
The Vision of the Void: Theological Reflections on the Works of Elie Wiesel by Michael Berenbaum. Journal of Ecumenical Studies. fall 1980.

Conference Papers and Lectures

“Bearing Witness: Memories of a Child Holocaust Survivor” at Benedictine University in Lisle, IL, October 24, 2019.

“Advancing Abrahamic Friendship: Modern Popes in Dialogue with Jews and Muslims” at Benedictine University in Lisle, IL, October 23, 2019

“The Radical Religious Event of the 1960s” at Grinnell College to mark the fiftieth anniversary of Vatican II’s declaration Nostra Aetate, September 29, 2015.
“Rejecting Hatred: Life After the Holocaust” at Park Centre, Newton, IA, on November 9, 2015

“My Interfaith Journey: Remarkable Teachers Who Healed My Life,” sponsored by the Spirituality in Healthcare Committee of the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN (October 29, 2015)

“A New Era in Christian-Jewish Relations: Vatican Council II and Beyond,” at Assisi Heights Spirituality Center, Rochester, MN (October 28, 2015).

“My Journey as a Child Holocaust Survivor,” Holocaust Remembrance Day, sponsored by the Ames Area Civil Rights Advisory Committee at the United States Department of Agriculture, Ames, IA (April 14, 2015).

Lecture on the Holocaust with Tyler Roberts at Congregational UCC, Newton, IA (April 15, 2015).
“Wrestling with God: Jewish Theological Responses to the Holocaust” at Common Ground, A Center for Inquiry, Study, and Dialogue, Deerfield, IL (April 8, 2015).

“The Challenge of Religion and Violence,” a panel with John Merkle and Jim Kenney, at Common Ground, Deerfield, IL (April 8, 2015).

“Saint John Paul II, Champion of Dialogue and Peace: A Jewish Perspective,” University of Mary, Bismarck, ND, October 29, 2014

“Interreligious Dialogue in Action: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Perspective,” A Muslim Saint in Iowa: Interreligious Dialogue and the Legacy of the Emir Abd el-Kader, Panel Discussion at Grinnell College, September 23, 2014.
“The Nature and Potential of Interreligious Dialogue.” 100th Anniversary JCRC Interfaith Event, Jewish Federation of Greater Des Moines, June 1, 2014.

“Jewish Theological Responses to the Holocaust.” Holocaust Remembrance Day Lecture, Jewish Federation of Greater Des Moines and the Iowa council for Holocaust Education, April 27, 2014. 

 “Reflections on Jewish and Christian Encounters with Buddhism.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, Nov. 23, 2013. Panel on New Perspectives on Buddhism and Multiple-Religious Belonging. 

“The Nazi Holocaust—Memories of a Hidden Child.” Theodore Roosevelt High School, Des Moines, IA, Nov. 19, 2013. 

“Build a Life as a Work of Art: Heschel’s Message to Young People.” Globalization for the Common Good International Annual Conference, University of Paris, August 25–28, 2013. 

 “What Is Essential to Know about Buddhism.” Congregational United Church of Christ, Newton, Iowa, January 16, 2013. 
“Rediscovering the Sacred.” Panelist at Awakened World Conference: Engaged Spirituality for the 21st Century. Florence, Italy, October 19, 2012. 

“Reconciling with the Other: From Enmity to Empathy.” Awakened World Conference: Engaged Spirituality for the 21st Century. Rome, Italy, October 15, 2012. 

“Religious Identity and the Buddhist Doctrine of No Self: Christian and Jewish Perspectives. Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota, Dec. 7, 2011.

“Experiences of a Child Survivor of the Holocaust.” Des Moines University, April 2011. 

Panelist, “Peace and Interfaith Understanding” Tele-series, February 7, 2011.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue.” Interreligious Coordinating Council, Israel, Jerusalem. May 12, 2010.

“Memories of a Holocaust Survivor.” Merrill Middle School, Des Moines, Iowa, March 26, 2010.

“How Interfaith Engagement Enriches Our Lives.” College of St. Benedict (St. Joseph, Minnesota) and University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, Minnesota), March 8–12, 2010. 

“Jews, Muslims and Buddhists in a Religiously Plural America.” Community Education Course. Grinnell, Iowa, January–February, 2010.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel and Martin Luther King: Giants Among Us.” Dialogue with Jim Kenny and Ron Miller. Common Ground, Deerfield, Illinois. July 19, 2009.

“The Views of John Paul II and Benedict XVI in a Global Age: A Jewish Perspective.” International Conference: Globalization: The Challenge to America. Loyola University, Chicago, May 31–June 4, 2009.

 “Future Prospects for Dialogue Between Jews, Christians, and Muslims.” Dialogue with Professor Piotr Sikora, Interfaculty Institute of Ecumenism and Dialogue, Pontifical Academy of Theology in Cracow, October 28, 2008. 
“Are Religions Doomed to Conflict?” Dialogue with Fr. Janusz Salamon. Center for Culture and Dialogue, Cracow, October 28, 2008.

“Healing the World: Pope John Paul II in Dialogue with the Jewish People.” International Symposium in Honor of the 30th Anniversary of the Pontificate of John Paul II. The Catholic University of Lublin and John Paul II institute, October 22–23, 2008.

“The Catholic Church in Dialogue with Islam: A Jewish Perspective.” International Interfaith Conference “Interfaith Dialogue in Modernity and Post-Modernity.” The University of Winchester, UK, September 9–11, 2008.

“The Regensburg Address of Pope Benedict XVI.” Jesuits in Dialogue with Jews Conference, Fordham University, July 29, 2007.

“Judaism and Christianity Encounter World Religions.” Dialogue with Professor Piotr Sikora, Interfaculty Institute of Ecumenism and Dialogue, Pontifical Academy of Theology. Krakow, June 29, 2007. 

“Heschel’s View of Other Faiths: A Reconsideration.” Centennial Conference: Abraham Joshua Heschel: Philosophy and Interreligious Dialogue. Warsaw University, June 26, 2007.
“Light from Asia: The Impact of Buddhism on American Jews.” Center of Oriental Studies, Vilnius University, Vilnius, Lithuania, May 16, 2007.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Impact on a Holocaust Survivor.”  Yom Hashoah Service, Temple B’nai Israel, Aurora, Illinois, April 16, 2007.

“Pope Benedict XVI’s View of Judaism.” Lecture sponsored by Wackelin Center for Faith and Action, Aurora University, Aurora, Illinois, April 16, 2007.

“Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel: A Prophetic Voice for Peace.” Canterbury Forum lecture. St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Cedar Falls, Iowa, February 18, 2007.

“John Paul II and Benedict XVI on the Jewish Tradition.” World’s Religions after September 11: A Global Congress. Montreal, September 14, 2006. I served as chair of the committee representing Judaism.

“Remembering the Holocaust in Poland.” Remembrance and Renewal: An Interfaith Journey to Germany. Oberwesel, Germany, September 4, 2006.

“John Paul II, Benedict XVI and the Theology of World Religions.” St. Paul University, Ottawa, March 31, 2006. 

“Rabbi Heschel’s View of Other Faiths: A Reconsideration.” St. Paul University, Ottawa, March 30, 2006. 

“Confronting Harsh Passages in Sacred Texts.” World Community Day: Signs of Healing. Church Women United, Grinnell, 2006

“A Blessing to One Another: John Paul II and Benedict XVI on Judaism and other Religions.” University Centre St. Ignatius Antwerp Lecture Series Dialogue Trilogy 2005-2006: The Catholic Church in Dialogue with Islam and Judaism.” March 23, 2006. 

“Pope John Paul II and Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel: Contributions to Catholic-Jewish Dialogue.” Aquinas Lecture, Mount Mercy College, Cedar Rapids. October 25, 2005. 

“Reflections on the Interfaith Movement and the Quest for a Global Ethic.” Lilly Program presentation, Grinnell College, December 8, 2004. 

“Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel and Pope John Paul II: Their Contributions to Interreligious Dialogue.” Lecture at Catholic Lublin University, Lublin, Poland, November 29, 2004. 

“Pope John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue.” Lecture at Lublin Theological Seminary, Lublin, Poland, November 26, 2004. 

“Sacred Books and the Word of God: A Jewish Perspective.” International Conference on Sacred Texts, Pontifical Academy of Theology in Krakow, Poland, November 25, 2004. 

“Forgiveness in Judaism.” Lecture presented to the Polish members of the Polish/Israeli Society for Mental Health, Krakow, Poland, November 24, 2004.

“Forgiveness in Judaism.” Lecture presented to the Polish members of the Polish/Israeli Society for Mental Health, Krakow, Poland, November 24, 2004. 

Chair of session “Implications of the Mystical” for the 16th Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, Chicago, October 17, 2004. 

“Muslim Perspectives of the Other.” Lecture followed by panel discussion for Muslim Perspectives and 9/11 Symposium, Grinnell College, September 21, 2004. 

“Abraham Joshua Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue.” Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland, May 13, 2004. 

“The Influence of the Pilgrimage of Pope John Paul II to the Holy Land on the Jewish-Christian Relations.” Pontifical Academy of Theology, Krakow, Poland, May 12, 2004. 

“John Paul II on Islam and Buddhism.” Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland, May 12, 2004. 

“Modern Muslim Perceptions of Judaism and Christianity.” Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland, May 11, 2004. 

Pope John Paul II’s Contribution to Interreligious Dialogue. Panel Discussion. Parliament of the World’s Religions, Barcelona, Spain, July 10, 2004.

Spiritual Life Circle (Special Place of Transformation). Panel Discussion. Parliament of the World’s Religions, Barcelona, Spain, July 8, 2004. 

“Faith Transformed: Jews and Christians Encounter Buddhism.” Manggha Center of Japanese Culture, Krakow, Poland, May 15, 2004. 

“John Paul II and Catholic-Jewish Dialogue.” Ignatianum College of Philosophy and Education, Krakow, Poland. May 10, 2004. 

“Abraham Joshua Heschel and Interreligious Dialogue.” Center for Jewish Culture, Krakow, Poland, May 10, 2004. 

“The Quest for a Global Ethic” Grinnell in Chicago Alumni College, September 20, 2003. 

“Faith Transformed through Interreligious Encounters” at the Fifteenth Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, Creighton University, Omaha, September 14–15, 2003. 

“Meet the Author: New Books from the Region.” A presentation on my new book Beside Still Waters. American Academy of Religion Upper Midwest Regional Meeting, St. Paul, April 26, 2003. 

“A Jewish Response to Violence” as part of a panel “Religious Responses to Violence” at the annual meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Toronto, November 2002. 

Convocation address: “Contemporary Muslim Perceptions of Judaism and Christianity.” Illinois College, September 9, 2002.

“Contemporary Muslim Perceptions of Judaism and Christianity.” Grinnell College Alumni College, May 30, 2002. 

“Abraham Joshua Heschel and John Paul II: Contributions to Interfaith Dialogue.” Upper Midwest AAR Regional Conference, St. Paul, MN, April 6, 2002 (with John Merkle).

Workshop “Religion: A Force for Harmony or Hatred?” The Cedar Valley Conference on Race and Race Relations, Waterloo, IA, Nov. 16, 2001.

“Understanding Islam.” Grinnell Kiwanis Club, Oct. 9, 2001.

Participant in “Jews and Christians in Conversation: A Cross-Generational Conference,” University of Cambridge, England, March 25–27, 2001.

Panelist for “Buddhist-Jewish Dialogue: Emerging Possibilities.” Conference titled “From Conflict to Trust: Interfaith Experiences and Possibilities.” Oxford University, England, March 16–18, 2001. 

Two lectures on John Paul II and Catholic-Jewish relations. Department of Theology, College of St. Benedict and Saint John’s University, St. Joseph and Collegeville, Minnesota, October 20, 2000.

“John Paul II and Catholic-Jewish Dialogue.” Lecture presented at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota, October 19, 2000. 

“The Sabbath: Holiness in Time.” Convocation lecture, Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois, April 6, 2000. 
“Pope John Paul II and the Jews.” Stone Lectureship in Judaism, Augustana College, Rock Island, IL, April 5, 2000. 
“Pope John Paul II on Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism.” Parliament of the Worlds’ Religions, Cape Town, December 6, 1999.
“John Paul II and the Jews.” Joint Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association and Western Jewish Studies Association at Colorado College, October 18, 1999. I organized this plenary session which was based on my book John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue. The following professors also participated: Frederick M. Denny, Byron L. Sherwin, and John Kane. 

“Judaism and the Pope.” Coe College, Cedar Rapids, September 28, 1999. Convocation lecture. 

“Jews, Christians, and Muslims in a Religiously Plural World.” Temple Judah, Cedar Rapids, September 27, 1999. Public lecture. 

“The Lotus Sutra: A Buddhist Path to Mending the World.” Fourth International Conference on the Lotus Sutra, Japan, July 10 to 15, 1998.

“The Theological Vision of Pope John Paul II: A Jewish Perspective.” Presented at the Special Conference on John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue, Chicago, May 13, 1999. 

Interview on my book John Paul II and Interreligious Dialogue on “Al Kresta Show Live,” radio station WDEO, Ann Arbor, Michigan, April 21, 1999.

“Jews, Christians, and Muslims in a Religiously Plural World.” Zimmerman Memorial Lecture presented at United Church of Christ-Congregational, Grinnell, October 12, 1997. 

“John Paul II on Judaism and Other Faiths: A Jewish Perspective.” Western Jewish Studies Association Conference, University of Arizona, Tucson, April 8, 1997.

“Comparison of Jewish, Muslim, and Christian Faiths.” Lecture in the Interfaith Studies Series presented at Plymouth Congregational Church, Des Moines, November 17, 1996.

“Judaism: Truth or truth?” Presentation at the Shabbat Morning Service of the Tifereth Israel Synagogue, Des Moines, December 14, 1996.

“John Paul II on Islam and Judaism.” Charting the Horizons: Islamic and Judaic Values and Traditions in Dialogue, Contact and Contrast sponsored by the Institute for Islamic-Judaic Studies of the University of Denver, Denver, November 5, 1995.

“John Paul II on Buddhism and Judaism.” Seventh Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota, October 22, 1995.

“Buddhist Views of Other Faiths.” Inaugural meeting of the Fellowship of Academics Drawn to Buddhism, Zen Buddhist Temple of Toronto, July 4, 1995.

Discussion leader for the Interfaith Dialogue Group on “Abraham Joshua Heschel and Interfaith Relations.” Inter-Church Center, Des Moines, Iowa, October 30, 1994.

“My Encounter with Modern Hindu Thinkers.” Sixth Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, October 17, 1994.

Special consultant to the Theater Department of the College of Saint Benedict/Saint John’s University for the production of H. Leivick’s The Golem, January–April, 1994. Discussion leader for two performances of The Golem at the College of Saint Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, April 22 and 23, 1994.

Panelist for a special roundtable discussion on Hindu-Jewish studies at the annual meeting of the American Academy of Religion in November, 1993, in Washington, D.C. Presentation titled “A Jewish Theology of the World’s Religions Based on an Encounter with Mohandas K. Gandhi.

“Modern Muslim Perceptions of the Jews and Christians.” Muslims and Jews in North America: Past, Present, and Future sponsored by the Institute for Islamic-Judaic Studies of the University of Denver, Denver October 25, 1993.

“The River Jordan and the River Ganges: Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s View of Other Faiths.” Parliament of the World’s Religions, Chicago, September 3, 1993.

“A Jewish Encounter with Eastern Spirituality.” Parliament of the World’s Religions, Chicago, September 2, 1993.

Invited participant in a working group on the topic “A Mahayana Reading of the Gospel of Mark,” Fourth International Buddhist-Christian Dialogue Conference, Boston University School of Theology, July 30–August 3, 1992.

“Mount Sinai and Mount Fuji: A Jewish View of Eastern Faiths.” Lecture presented at the Jewish Community Center, Shibuya-ku, Japan, July 9, 1993.

“The Encounter with Different Cultures.” Presented to the Society of English-Speaking Women of Isehara, Japan, May 26, 1993. 

Panelist in several forums around the state of Iowa during the Persian Gulf Crisis, 1991. My primary role was to speak about the nature of Islam.

“Modern Muslim Views of Jesus and Christianity.” Lecture presented at the College of Saint Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, October 22, 1991.

“Modern Muslim Views of the Jewish Tradition.” Third Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, The University of Wisconsin, Madison, October 13, 1991.

“Utilizing the Work and Thought of A. J. Heschel in the Teaching of Jewish Studies.” Second Annual Conference of the Midwest Jewish Studies Association, Spertus College of Judaica, Chicago, Illinois, October 14, 1990.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel's Vision of the Prophets.” Society of Biblical Literature International Meeting, Vienna, Austria, August 6, 1990.

“Selecting Textbooks for an Introductory Course on the Jewish Tradition.” The Midwest Jewish Studies Association Birthing Conference, Chicago, September 25, 1989.

“Wisdom and Compassion: The Teachings of Abraham Joshua Heschel.” The Japanese Association for Jewish Studies, Tokyo, May 23, 1989. Translated by Chizuko Takao.

“Faith Meets Faith: The Encounter Between Eastern and Western Religious Traditions.” A three-part lecture series at Waseda University, Tokyo, November, 1988:

Nov. 14: “The Attitude of the Jewish Tradition toward Other Faiths.”


Nov. 21: “The Attitude of Christian and Muslim Traditions toward Other Faiths.”


Nov. 28: “My Encounter with Hindu and Buddhist Religious Texts.”

“Judaism and Buddhism.” A three-part lecture series at the Jewish Community of Japan in Tokyo, October, 1988.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel's Theology of World Religions.” The Tenth National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations, Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 8–11, 1987.

“Heschel as a Resource for Studying World Religions.” Conference on the Life, Works and Influence of Abraham Joshua Heschel, Spertus College of Judaica, Chicago, Illinois, November 8, 1987.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel's Vision of the Jewish Tradition.” A four-part lecture series at Temple B'Nai Jeshurun, Des Moines, Iowa, April, 1987


April   5: “Abraham Joshua Heschel: Spiritual Guide and Teacher.”


April 12: “Heschel and the Hebrew Bible.”


April 19: “Heschel and Sacred Deeds.”


April 26: “Heschel and Religious Pluralism.”

“A Christian View of Jewish Attitudes Towards Religious Pluralism.” Upper Midwest Regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion , April 3–4, 1987.

“Abraham Joshua Heschel's Influence on Contemporary Christian Theologians.” Upper Midwest Regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion, April 4–5, 1986.
“A Contemporary Muslim View of Interfaith Dialogue.” Upper Midwest Regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion, April 12–13, 1985.

“Judaism and other Spiritual Paths.” A four-part lecture series at Tifereth Israel Synagogue, Des Moines, Iowa, March, 1981.



March   7: “Heschel's Vision of Judaism.”



March 14: “Judaism and Islam.”



March 21: “Judaism and Eastern Religions.”



March 28: “Judaism and Interreligious Dialogue.”

“Contemporary Jewish Attitudes Toward Other Religious Traditions.” Iowa Theological Conference, March 8, 1980.

“Prayer and Intention: A Comparative Study of Judaism and Islam.” American Academy of Religion annual meeting, 1978.

“Abraham Heschel's View of Asian Religions.” Upper Midwest Regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion, April 8, 1978.

“Mysticism and Rationalism: A Study in Harmony in the Writing of al-Ghazzali.” American Academy of Religion annual meeting, 1976.
Scholar in Residence
“How Interfaith Engagement Enriches Our Lives.” College of St. Benedict (St. Joseph, Minnesota) and University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, Minnesota), March 8–12, 2010.

Professional Memberships and Activities
Member of Iowa Council on Holocaust Education, 2013–present

Member of International Advisory Editorial Panel of Interreligious Insight: A Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, 2003-present
Member of Editorial Board of Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, 1997-2017
Member of the Spiritual Life Task Force of the Parliament of the World’s Religions, 1999-2004
Society for Buddhist-Christian Studies

Manuscript reviewer for Mystics Quarterly, Journal of Ecumenical Studies, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, Edwin Mellon Press, the University of South Carolina Press, and Oxford University Press.

Midwest Jewish Studies Association

Japanese Association for Jewish Studies

Association for Jewish Studies

Participant in the People-to-People Citizen Ambassador Program trip to the Peoples Republic of China. American professors of religion and philosophy visited major universities in China to exchange ideas on the nature of religion and the teaching of it. June 13–June 28, 1994.

American Academy of Religion. As a founding member of the Steering Committee of the Islamic Studies Section (1976–1982), I chaired sessions for four annual meetings, two on Islamic mysticism, one on worship in Islam, and one on Islamic-Jewish dialogue.

Courses Taught at Grinnell College

	Introduction to Judaism

Modern Jewish Thought

Major Asian Religions

The Tradition of Islam

The Golden Tradition: Jews of Eastern Europe

Jesus in World Religions

The Buddhist Tradition

The Human Image in Modern Drama (with S. Moffett)

Ethical and Mystical Movements in Judaism and Islam


	Modern Hindu Thought

Major Western Religions

The Jewish Tradition

The Holocaust

Christians, Jews, and Muslims in Conversation

Senior Seminar

Abraham Joshua Heschel: A Jewish Saint of the Twentieth Century

Interfaith Dialogue

MAP: Heschel and Pathos



Courses Taught at Temple University

Religion and Nature of Man

Religions of the Near East and West

Host Colleges, Universities, and Seminaries in the US:
University of Denver, Colorado

Augustana College, Illinois

Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies, Illinois

Illinois College, Illinois

Benedictine University, Illinois

Aurora University. Illinois

Loyola University, Illinois 

Central College, Iowa

Coe College, Iowa

Mount Mercy College, Iowa

Grinnell College, Iowa

University of St. Thomas, Minnesota

College of St. Benedict, Minnesota

Saint John’s University, Minnesota

Fordham University, New York
University of Mary, North Dakota
Host Colleges, Universities, and Seminaries outside the US:
Saint Ignatius University, Belgium

Saint Paul University, Canada

Ottawa College of Jewish Studies, Canada

Waseda University, Japan

Vilnius University, Lithuania
Catholic Lublin University, Poland

Jagellonian University, Poland

Lublin Theological Seminary, Poland

Jesuit University College, Poland

Pontifical Academy of Theology, Poland

Warsaw University, Poland
Oxford University, UK
University of Winchester, UK

University of Cambridge, UK

About Harold Kasimow

Planting Seeds of Hope/Harold Kasimow: Teacher, Scholar, and Mensch by Jacqueline Hartling Stolze, published in Grinnell College News, April 17, 2023.
The Boy in the Grave, written and illustrated by Chaz Walk, A BOOK by ME, 2020.
“Visiting Scholar in Catholic Thought: Dr. Harold Kasimow,” Benedictine University Research Guides, 2019. 
Defying Darkness: Three Children Who Survived the Holocaust, by Jacqueline Hartling Stolze, Grinnell Magazine, September 15, 2008.
To Be a Mensch: Professor Harold Kasimow’s Lecture Tour in Poland in Jewish-Christian Relations, March 31, 2005.
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